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The Chairman's report of the union year 2016/17 
 

Gabriela Martin's visit to Denmark as coordinator for Emmaus Europe was one of the association's 

highlights. During the visit, Gabriela spoke about Emmaus communities and presented the beliefs 

Emmaus stands for in migration. It was exciting meeting a leading Emmaus representative, who 

took the time to visit us. And it has been sensational that Emmaus International has elected a 

chairman from the South, for the first time - Patrick Atohoun comes from Benin. At the same time, 

only two of the eight elected members of the executive committee are Europeans. A rather 

remarkable distribution considering that all 286 of the 338 member organizations of the movement 

are based in Europe.  

 

Let me start out by guiding your attention towards a useful link on our website www.gtu.dk . Under 

the heading "News", our diligent webmaster keeps us updated daily about new activities on the 

development front, e.g. news from Danish and foreign NGOs, links to critical articles and websites, 

information on developments in West Africa, activities from the Emmaus movement around the 

globe and much more. The link deserves greater dissemination, as a useful supplement to our paper 

Project and Culture! 

 

Situation in Niger and West Africa 

 

First some good news: Mali and Burkina Faso are now following Niger's example and are 

establishing an independent human rights commission. This is a major advance for human rights in 

the Sahel region, as many civilian attacks have been committed by the country's own authorities and 

military. And now for a sad find; The current hunger disaster in Yemen and South Sudan (which are 

rightly not located in West Africa) is another example from the list of unscrupulous magistrates and 

foreign interests that take civilians as hostages by preventing emergencies from reaching in a period 

of drought and hunger. 

 

And the EU has now taken an interest in Niger! This is because Agadez in central Niger plays a 

central role in migration from the African continent. A whole 90% of the migrants from Western and 

Central Africa are traveling through Niger on their way to Libya. Along the way they come through 

the Amataltal area, which is located along the main road southwest of Agadez. There are refugees 

among them too but the vast majority are migrants who, in desperation, are seeking towards Europe 

for job opportunities and a better life. Our Development Minister Ulla Tørnæs recently said after 

visiting Agadez: "I have been affirmed that we shall address the root causes of migration." 

(Understood to stop migration to Europe). 

 

GtU has continued focus on migration 

 

As a union, GtU has chosen not to focus on a specific political attitude towards migration. But for 

several years we have been working to promote a critical and nuanced debate on migration. And we 

urge all our members to take part in the debate as it is not possible to relate to development in West 

Africa without also being interested in migration and its consequences. 
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 A large proportion of the 4,500 people who tragically drowned in the Mediterranean last year and 

the 1,000 who were prematurely drowned this year were hopeful migrants from West Africa who 

dreamed of a better life. As we learned during the panel debate on migration during Verdensspejl (= 

World Mirror) in Aarhus on September 3, when GtU presented two debaters - Gabriela Martin and 

our Vice-President Julien K. M. Murhula - and where the anthropologists Eric Komlavi Hahonou 

and Lotte Pelckmans too were on stage, Africans and all other peoples have always moved to 

resources and opportunities. Even the Egtved girl (archaeological find from the Bronze Age) now 

appears to be a South German migrant.  

 

I think it is appropriate here to thank our Vice-President Julien K. M. Murhula, who has represented 

the GtU in two meetings on migration over the past year: Emmaus Europe's Migration and Human 

Trafficking Working Group (Krefeld, 24-25 June 2016) and as keeper of the minutes at the EU 

Migration Forum (Brussels, 2-3 March 2017). 

 

A mixed Third World trade 

 

Different to many other associations in the Emmaus's mother network, GtU only partly involves in 

recycling as you know – see however the next section about packages! However, we are practicing 

sales and information services about African handicrafts. Our mixed Third World trade mobilizes 

most volunteers throughout the year - right after the translation work, where we can again and again 

enjoy a faithful commitment from 20-30 people annually.  

 

And we get wide around in Himmerland (Land of the Kimbrians – in the north of Denmark), in the 

capital, in the city of smile (= Aarhus, Denmark’s second city) and at the southern island of Als. In 

the 2016 calendar year we sold handicrafts for 40,430 kr. It is the largest sale in the union's history 

and ensures an income contribution to a number of poor craftsmen families. We have purchased 

some new exciting products from Benin and Burkina Faso, which can be found in our product 

catalog on the website http://gtu.dk/blandede_u-landhandel.pdf  

 

Unfortunately, the Verdensspejl (= World Mirror) in Aarhus is canceled this year. The fact that 

Aarhus has been chosen as the European Capital of Culture makes it almost impossible to find 

suitable premises and financial support for a global cultural event like Verdensspejl! On the other 

hand, some of the participators from the Verdensspejl of last year have taken the case in their own 

hands and planned African Market three times in 2017. 

 

Packages that meet basic needs and create joy 

 

Over the past year, we have sent six packages to our South Partners, which is also a sort of record. 

Four packages contained used clothing for the Cooperative in Amataltal in Niger. There was also 

room for a pair of blankets, bags, boots, writing tools and a three-digit pair of glasses donated by 

the Red Cross in Arden. Some African countries are currently refusing imports of used clothes – in 

order to support the local textile production. However, the situation in Niger is quite different. The 

nights in Amataltal are biting cold in the winter months, and many poor families live an almost 

moneyless life based on exchange of natural resources. 

 

Therefore, it is very important that the Cooperative of Amataltal can supply some free warm clothes 

especially to the little children. The other two packages contained toys for Emmaus Benebnooma, 

which works to promote school education for, among others, deaf children in Burkina Faso. 

Benebnooma had approached and asked for toys when Julien K. M. Murhula and Jørgen Olsen met 

Blandine Ky from Benebnooma at Emmaus International's General Assembly in Italy in 2016.  
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And although toys do not immediately seem as the most urgent need, it is the opinion of the GtU 

that Benebnooma can best assess what they need. The toys presented undoubtedly delight the 

children and have been bought used and cheaply on the markets where we have been with the 

mixed Third World trade. 

 

The Emmaus Working Group 

 

It is impossible to get through everything in one report, but let me finally linger a little by our 

Working Group of the membership of Emmaus International. The group meets once a year and 

serves as a background group for Jørgen Olsen and Julien K. M. Murhula's international efforts in 

Emmaus in the Political Affairs Committee and the Information Committee respectively. The past 

year, they participated in a seminar on Emmaus and Europe (Cologne, 13-16 November 2016 

[Julien]) and an Emmaus Europe Statute (Montreuil, January 25, 2017 [Jørgen]) - in addition to 

Emmaus Europe's two Annual Council Meetings. 

 

Thank you very much and see you in Låsby! 

 

I would like to end by thanking all the volunteers who have made an effort for the association over 

the past year, including the many who have looked after our mixed Third World trade and 

translators that allow us to spread out our messages on other languages. We’ll met at the general 

assembly on 18th of June, see the call on page 8! 

 

- Jens Elgaard Madsen, Chairman. 


